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Art Unit: 3637 

It has been noted that the Transmittal Letter accompanying the instant 
application indicates that a substitute specification having been filed when no such 
substitute specification can be found within the file. 

Abstract 

The abstract of the disclosure does not commence on a separate sheet in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1 .52(b)(4). A new abstract of the disclosure is required and 
must be presented on a separate sheet, apart from any other text. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to under 37 CFR § 1 .71 (a) because of the following 
informalities: reference character 50 is used to denote an installer as well as an anchor. 
See for example, page 8 of the disclosure. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 10-21 are objected to under 37 CFR § 1 .75 (c) because of the following 
informalities: Claim 10 appears dependent upon a subsequent claim 14 and thus, does 
not refer back to and further limit another claim. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/541 ,1 50 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3637 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 10-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 10 appears dependent upon a subsequent claim 14. It is therefore, not 
clear as to what claims 10-21 define particularly with claim 14 being dependent upon 
claim 10. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-8 and 33-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mott et al. '900. Mott et al. discloses, Figs. 1 -4 an anchor system 
having first elongated hollow element 22 of cylindrical transverse cross-section and 



second elongated hollow element 20 of cylindrical transverse cross-section. The first 
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elongated hollow element has a closed upper end and an open lower end while the 
second elongated hollow element has an open upper end and an open lower end. A 
two-way valve is at 40A, for example with pipe end to pipe end connector, (gravity or 
mechanical), serving to connect the first elongated hollow element to the second 
elongated hollow element. An attachment device fixed to the surface of the second 
elongated hollow element is at 44. The two-way valve 40A can be seen attached to the 
closed upper end of the first elongated hollow element. A longitudinal vane can be seen 
at 44 or 61 . Mott et al. serves to read on the language of the rejected claims as the term 
"releasably connected" or "releasably connecting" would read upon any connection 
since any item can be reduced to separate parts with appropriate manipulation. 

Claims 1-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hogervorst '641. Hogervorst discloses, Figs. 1-4, 7, and 8, an anchor installation 
apparatus 1 , comprising: a first elongated hollow element 11/21 having a closed upper 
end, an open lower end, and a transverse cross section; a two-way flow valve 17, 18 
located on said first elongated hollow element; a second elongated hollow element 2 
having an open upper end, (through which 19 extends), an open lower end, and a 
transverse cross section substantially the same, (e.g., cylindrical), as that of said first 
hollow element; and a pipe end to pipe end connector, (as between 19 and 4), for 
releasably connecting said open lower end of said first elongated hollow element to said 
open upper end of said second elongated hollow element. Longitudinal vane is at 22. 
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Claims 1-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Mayhall '241. Mayhall discloses, Figs. 4A and 5, an anchor installation apparatus, 
comprising: a first elongated hollow element 18 having a closed upper end, an open 
lower end, and a transverse cross section; a two-way flow valve 32, 33 located on said 
first elongated hollow element; a second elongated hollow element 14b having an open 
upper end, an open lower end, and a transverse cross section substantially the same as 
that of said first hollow element; and a pipe end to pipe end connector for releasably 
connecting said open lower end of said first elongated hollow element to said open 
upper end of said second elongated hollow element. Longitudinal vane is at 44. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 39 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hogervorst '641 . 

To have provided the Hogervorst anchor assembly and method with an offshore 
drilling rig assembly while further drawing hydrocarbon resources from the ocean 
bottom and transporting to shore would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made as taught by Hogervorst at for example, 



lines 12-18 of col. 1. 
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Claims 39 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mayhall '241. 

To have provided the Mayhall anchor assembly and method with an offshore 
drilling rig assembly while further drawing hydrocarbon resources from the ocean 
bottom and transporting to shore would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made as taught by Mayhall at for example, lines 
16-18 of col. 1. 

Claims 1-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wisotsky '548. 

Wisotsky discloses, Fig. 2 for example, an anchor installation apparatus, 
comprising: a first elongated hollow element 41 having a closed upper end, an open 
lower end, and a transverse cross section; a two-way flow valve 23, 62 located on said 
first elongated hollow element; a second elongated hollow element (seen below 
connector 42, 43, 48, 49), having an open upper end and an open lower end, and a 
transverse cross section substantially the same as that of said first hollow element; and 
a pipe end to pipe end connector 42, 43, 48, 49 for releasably connecting said open 
lower end of said first elongated hollow element to said open upper end of said second 
elongated hollow element. To have formed the Wisotsky pile second hollow element as 
an open end pile would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made as taught by Wisotsky at for example, lines 28-29 of col. 5. 
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To have provided the Wisotsky anchor assembly and method with an offshore 
drilling rig assembly while further drawing hydrocarbon resources from the ocean 
bottom and transporting to shore would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made as taught by Wisotsky at for example, lines 
23-30 of col. 1 . Wisotsky serves to read on the language of the rejected claims as the 
term "releasably connected" or "releasably connecting" would read upon any connection 
since any item can be reduced to separate parts with appropriate manipulation. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to M. Safavi whose telephone number is (571) 272-7046. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571) 272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



/M. Safavi/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3637 



M. Safavi 
May 07, 2008 



